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General Charles De Gaulle made it a point of pride to never speak a word of English.
As the use of English becomes increasingly worldwide, more concerns are voiced that it carries 

“the baggage” of one culture. In the remainder of this chapter we’ll look at how English has spread to 
dominate into India, South Africa, Australia and New Zealand, Canada, and the United States, includ-
ing Hawai’i, American Indians, and Puerto Rico.

India 

A more extreme case of the spread of English is India, the world’s second most populous country, 
with more than 1.2 billion people. India is a country of diversity: a multiplicity of languages as well as 
religions, castes, and living conditions. Since its independence in 1947, India has struggled to maintain 
a society that values the country’s diverse linguistic, religious, and historic groups.

India’s people speak 20 major languages and hundreds of dialects. When India became an inde-
pendent country in 1947, Hindi was slated to become the national language by 1965. But as 1965 
approached, the use of Hindi had not spread. Today Hindi is the most widely spoken language, with 
41% of the population. Hindi speakers concentrated in the north claim that English is elitist and a hold-
over from the colonial past. India is slowly eradicating the legacy of British colonial rule by renaming cit-
ies and streets. Madras is now Chennai, Calcutta is now Kolkata, and Bombay is now Mumbai. The new 

Figure 5.3  Language Use on the Internet, 2011
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Source: Internet World Stats (2012b).


